Mother Nature is in charge...

(from Rob at All One Family Farm)


Greetings all,

Now that the beginning of fruit season is upon us and the farmers prepare to begin their harvests there are several issues that have arisen.  So this is the first good news/ bad news email and hopefully the last one this season.  Please take the time to read all the details here if you have placed an order for the first delivery.

GOOD NEWS
1. Kingston and Bothell Pick Up Locations: The new Kingston pick up location will be the North Pacific Unity Center on Ohio Street in Kingston.  We are finalizing the new Bothell location which looks to be on the Mountlake Terrace side.  Details will follow shortly.

2. The cherries are looking good and will be very tasty.

NOT SO GOOD NEWS
1. The cool weather has prolonged the initial first harvests.  This combined with the fact that Sunnyslope Ranch is relatively small, we have to wait to get our first order of cherries and will have to make two trips out there to get the cherries that we have put orders in for.  Right now it looks like we will drive east on July 6th and July 10th.  Based upon all the logistics of travel, packing orders and delivering ....we will split our deliveries/pick ups to Friday July 8th and Monday July 11th.  This way everyone still gets really fresh fruit.  The plan right now is as follows:

Friday July 8th:  Snoqualmie Falls, Fall City, Duvall, Woodinville, Bothell/Mountlake Terrace, Kingston

Monday July 11th: Bainbridge Island, Chimacum, Port Townsend, Silverdale, Bremerton, Port Orchard

REALLY NOT SO GOOD NEWS

In simple words...price increase for the #1 Grade Bing and Rainier cherries.

Due to several factors, a major one being the virtual failure of the California cherry crop, the other being lower volume here in Washington prices (costs) for cherries have skyrocketed for the early season sweet cherries.  "Early Season" is typically defined as before the middle of July when the majority of the Washington cherry crop starts entering the market.

Today we found out from the farmers we work with that the #1 cherries being sold right now and at least for the next 10 -14 days are fetching top prices due to supply and market demand.  This puts me in the position of having to either raise prices on the #1 cherries or lose $.  Honestly neither option is appealing.  

Before I offer a solution I want to be clear that the price increase is for the #1 Bings and #1 Rainier.  The prices for the #2 Reds and #2 Rainier remain unchanged.

Solution:

Below I will list the prices for both #1 cherries, the before price and the price we would need to sell them for in order to make it work.  Those of you who ordered #1 grade Bing and or Rainier cherries will need to email me back IF you want to keep your order or change the amount.  If I do no hear back from you by July 1st your order for #1 grade cherries will not be filled.  I need to confirm our order quantity with the farmers on Saturday July 2nd so I need to hear back from you all by July 1st.  My hope is that cherry prices will come down significantly for the second delivery which will be tentatively set for July 19th and 20th but at this moment there is no sure vision on where the prices will settle.  For those of you who ordered #1 fruits, paid with credit cards and decide not to keep your order for this first delivery I'll work out all the credits back to your cards.

The cherry prices in parenthesis are the original prices and they are followed by the new prices.

#1 Bings

5 lbs ($21.00) $24.75
10 lbs ($38.50) $46.50
20 lbs ($75.00) $91.00

#1 Rainier

5lbs ($25.00) $27.50
10 lbs ($48.50) $54.00
20 lbs ($95.00) $105.00

Based upon our investigations these prices will still be well below what most stores are charging for organic fruit.

I really appreciate your understanding and letting me know your intentions as soon as possible.



Enter Store

We look forward to seeing you all soon.

Kind regards,
Rob

(360) 732-4356

http://www.allonefamilyfarm.com
