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RMA Reminds Growers of Multi-Peril Crop Insurance Program Sales Dates and Recent Changes in Western Washington
        SPOKANE, WASHINGTON, October 17, 2011 ---- USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) Spokane Regional Office reminds Western Washington producers of upcoming Multi-Peril Crop Insurance (MPCI) policy sales closing dates for perennial crops.

The final sales closing date is November 21, 2011 for apple, blueberry, Actual Revenue History cherry pilot, cranberry, fresh apricots, fresh freestone peaches, fresh nectarines, grapes and pears.  If there is no coverage in a county for a specific crop under the traditional MPCI program, producers may ask a crop insurance agent whether they would be eligible for coverage under a written agreement. 

“The cold, wet spring and late summer conditions took a toll on western Washington agriculture and perennial crops are no exception. MPCI helps minimize the economic impact of these uncontrollable events,” said Spokane Regional Office Director Dave Paul. 

RMA collaborated with the Puget Sound Winegrowers Association and Washington State University Extension to expand coverage for wine and juice grapes into Clark, Island, Kitsap, Mason, Pierce, San Juan and Skagit counties in Washington State.  The MPCI grape program offers several benefits, including separate coverage levels (up to 85-percent coverage) and separate price election (with an option to use their contract prices) by type.  The end of insurance date was also extended to November 10, to accommodate some wineries’ requests for longer hang time.

Blueberry coverage is available in six counties in western Washington, including Clark, Lewis, Pierce, Skagit, Thurston and Whatcom counties.

Growers may also consider a whole farm revenue program called AGR-Lite, which covers both production and price decline. AGR-lite has a liability limit of $1 million, and must be purchased by March 15. When purchasing both (MPCI) and AGR-Lite, the AGR-Lite premium is reduced.

Growers in Western Washington are encouraged to contact a multi-peril crop insurance agent before November 21 to learn additional details. Federal crop insurance program policies are sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance companies and agents.  A list of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers throughout the United States or on the RMA Web site at http://www3.rma.usda.gov/tools/agents. 

Producers have an opportunity to learn more about all available RMA insurance programs at the Focus on Farming Conference, Thursday, November 3, in Everett, Washington. An RMA representative will present during the Protect Your Investment session. For more information, please visit the conference’s Web site at:  http://www1.co.snohomish.wa.us/County_Services/Focus_on_Farming/ .
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· --Washington Family Farm Resources (WFFR) is a service of the WSU Small Farms Team. For more information and a calendar of events, visit www.smallfarms.wsu.edu

